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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
Ttv\\  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1940, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council.  'I  t \ 
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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 
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I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  an  Interim  Report  on 
the  Health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1940,  This 
is  the  20th  of  my  series  of  Annual  Reports.  Owing  to  the 
abnormal  circumstances  prevailing  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  2067  19/7/1940  on  the  matter, 
the  report  has  been  greatly  curtailed.  Data  dealing  with 
Sanitary  Circumstances,  Housing,  Food  Inspection  and  Supervision 
is  also  included  but  the  report  is  confined  to  matters  of  an 
essential  nature  and,  wherever  possible,  to  statistical  tables. 

The  work  of  the  Department  is  being  carried  out  satisfactorily 
although  many  changes,  both  in  the  staff  and  the  nature  of  work, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  have  taken  place. 

To  all  who  have  assisted  me  In  various  ways  in  carrying  out 
the  routine  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year,  I 
would  like  to  express  my  appreciation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ROSS  GARDNER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

13th  October,  1941. 

STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS . 

General : - 

Area  29,055 

Population  (Census  1931)  46,665 

Population  (middle  1940  excluding  men  serving  in 

H.  M.  Forces)  45,650 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1940 

(estimated)  11,670 

Rateable  Value  1st  April,  1940.  £197,255 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1st  April,  1940.  £735 


M. 

508 

21 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year: - 

Live  Births:-  Total 

Legitimate  1007 

Illegitimate  38 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  22,89 
Still  Births :- 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  48.26 
Deaths : - 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.44 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:-  . 1 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .91 
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Miscellaneous  Data: 


STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time)  and  Medical  Superintendent 
(Par’  Time)  ii'emsworth  and  Wombwell  Joint  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital 

Wo  Ross  Gardner,  D.S.O.,  M,B.,  Ch,B0  (Edin. ) 

Sanitary  Insp echo r , 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:-  T , S,  Finn 

Go  T,  Peacock 
E,  Sigsworth 

Health  Visitors • - 

Mi  s s o A 0 Heyw  o o d 
Hi sso  Ho  0 c S t ab 1 e r 0 
Miss,  ID  Foster,  1 
Misso  A0  Parrott o 

Miss,  R,  Gray,  (Resigned  April  1940), 

Chief  Clerk:  H0  Hudson, 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 

397  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for 
examination  during  the  year, 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

936  children  received  treatment  In  1940,  In  addition  m ' :~j 
nere  treated  by  their  ovm  doctors, 

v '■  • — .. 


Supply  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

No,  of- samples  collected  for  bacteriological  examination  35 
Satisfactory  28 

Un  s a t i s f a c t ory 
Doubtful  Purity 

To  facilitate  supplies  the  Upton  and  Ackworth  Reservoirs  are 
being  connected  and  to  improve  Ryhill  supply,  the  m * ns  are  being 
scraped  and  cleaned. 


Developments  are  still  needed  in  one  or  two  of  the  more  remote 
parts  of  the  District c 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE , 

Farther  extensions  are  still  required  in  certain  parishes. 
Disposal  works  still  needed  In  certain  parishes  too. 


No,  of  drains  tested 
Overhauled 

SCAVENGING.  Cost  of  scavenging  1940 
Number  of  loads  removed  18,109. 
Cost  of  emptying  cesspools  £1012 


30 

8 

£9752  - 
14  - S. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION , 

No,  of  privies  v/ith'Open  Middens: 

No,  of  pail  or  tub  closets: 

No,  of  privies  with  covered  middens : 
No,  of  water  closets: 


10  - 0, 


50 

160 

1287 

10429 


No,  of  water  closets  constructed  during 
the  year  for  new  houses: 


34 


to  ^ 


3. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  ETC. 


No.  of  visits  m 

ade  during 

the  year  under  review:- 

Housing 

61 

Nuisances  L complaints 

650 

Slaughterhouses  etfc. 

27 

Dairies  & Cowsheds 

1380 

Bakehouses 

15 

Markets 

12 

Van  Dwellings 

10 

Petroleum 

10 

Offensive  Trades 

24 

Scavenging 

671 

Miscellaneous 

412 

Shops  Acts 

345 

Nuisances : - 

No.  found  1940 

207 

No.  of  Informal  Notices 

I served 

105 

In  hand  1939 

34 

do  complied 

with 

61 

No.  need  abating 

m 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

5 

Abated  during  1940 

162 

complied 

with 

5 

Outstanding 

—re 

" ** 

n - . . . * . 

•**  * * mm 

PI^LIISES"aaI'l)T?CT!FATt01TS  soritgollelHsy  By-laws  or  Regulations : ■ 


No.  in  district  & on  Inspections, 
register 


1 1 

2 2 

8 10 

59  59 


Common  Lodging  Houses 
Knackers  Yards 
Tents,  Vans,  etc . 
Offensive  Trades 


MILK  SUPPLY : - 

No.  of  samples  collected  for  bacteriological  examination  during 
the  year.  49.  These  were  forwarded  to  the  W.R. C.C.  Laboratory  for 
submission  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  44  were  reported 
upon  satisfactorily.  There  are  67  Wholesale  Traders  and  132 
Registered  Retailers  In  the  district.- 

COWSHEDS. 


No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  the  district  1233.  No.  of  Cowkeepers.  144. 
No.  of  Cowsheds  184,  Cowshed  inspections  960. 

HEAT  & OTHER  FOODS ; - 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  centralising  the  slaughter  of 
food  animals  at  a slaughterhouse  in  the  Ilemsworth  Urban  District  as  a 
wartime  measure  and  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  inspectorial  staff 
of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


No."  of  slaughterhouses  In  the  Rural  District  22 
•No.  of  knackeries  2 

HOUSING 


No.  inspected  under  the  P.H.  Acts  83 

No.  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  64 


Disinfection : - 


No. 

No. 

No. 


of  rooms  disinfected  (zymotic  cases) 
of  rooms  disinfected  (Tb.  etc) 
of  Infested  Houses  disinfested:-  Council 


317 

35 

37  Others  3 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres s- 


The  attendances  at  the  nine  centres  during  1940  were 


Children  under  the  age  of  1 
Children  between  1 and  5 years 
Children  attending  for  the  first  time 


9154 

6944  16,098 

869 


See  attached  table  for  details  of  centres 


Health  Visiting 


Total 

visits 

68£T 

8583 

8494 


1st  visits 


Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 

Visits  to  Children  under  1 year  of  age 

Visits  to  Children  between  1-5  years 


488 

1033 


Milk  Assistance  Scheme ; - 

Of  the  316  applications  dealt  with  under  this  scheme 
49Y0  pints  of  milk  were  allowed  free  at  a cost  of  £69/7/7  and 
616  cartons  of  dried  milk  at  a cost  of  £40/18/4. 

Also,  15,886  cartons  of  dried  milk  were  sold  at  the  centres 
at  cost  price. 

Maternity  Hospital  Treatment : - 

See  table  for  details. 

Home  Helps : - 

Eleven  grants  were  approved  to  necessitous  cases  complying 
with  the  Council1 s rules  and  coming  within  the  scale  for 
assistance . 

Dental  Treatment 

No.  of  applications  received  11 

No.  of  grants  made  5 

Ante-natal  Scheme 

416  expectant  mothers  were  referred  to  their  own  doctors 
by  midwives  during  the  year. 

Compensation  .to  Midwives ;- 

Two  claims  were  made  and  approved'  owing  to  the  patients 
being  removed  to  hospital  on  the  recommendation  of  a doctor* 

Infant  Life  Protection 

Children  Act,  1908,  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932  - 

There  were  5 children  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  homes  of  these  children  adopted  for  reward 
have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors  who  are  also  Infant 
Life  Protection  Visitors.' 

'In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular 
1882,  October,  1939,  and  other  Circulars  since  that  date,  all 
facilities  under  the  Council’s  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  have  been  extended  to  mothers  and' children  under  5 years 
of  age  evacuated  Into  the  Council’s  Area, 


oOo 


Table  1 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  various  Parishes,  1940. 


PARISHES 

Estimated  Population 
(Middle  1940) 

No.  of 
Births 

M P 

Birth  Rate 

No.  of 
Deaths 

M P 

Death  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 year 

i Rate  of  Infant 

\ Mortality.  (Deaths 

( under  1 year  per 

1 1,000  births ) . 

1 

Ackworth 

• « 

4925 

39 

45 

17.05 

18 

21 

7.92 

2 

23.61 

Badsworth 

• • 

194 

3 

2 

25,78 

1 

1 

10.31 

' 1 

200.00 

Billingley 

• • 

143 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brierley 

• • 

5784 

67 

72 

24.03 

34 

28 

10.73 

8 

57.55 

Great  Houghton 

• • 

2260 

26 

38 

28.32 

11 

14 

11.06 

1 

15.63 

Havercrof t 

• • 

1913 

18 

15 

17.25 

12 

8 

10.45  , 

3 

90.91 

Hessle  & Hill  Top. 

168 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

47.60  ' 

- ■ 

Huntwick 

• • 

420 

3 

2 

11.90 

3 

1 

9.52 

- • 

Kirk  Smeaton 

• t 

265 

1 

3 

15,09 

- 

- 

** 

- 

Little  Smeaton 

• « 

302 

3 

2 

16.56 

1 

1 

6,62 

1 

200.00 

Little  Houghton 

• • 

593 

5 

7 

20.24 

4 

4 

13.48 

- 

- 

North  Elms all 

• • 

3744 

76 

44 

32.05 

14 

8 

5.88 

4 

33.33 

Ryhill 

• • 

2339 

29 

32 

26.08 

13 

13 

11.11 

6 

98.36  , 

Shaf ton 

r • • 

2017 

23 

22 

22.31 

10 

10 

9.91 

3 

66.66 

South  Elms all 

• • 

6864 

80 

88 

24.48 

51 

43 

13.68 

12 

71.42 

South  Hiendley 

• • 

1502 

11 

13 

15.98 

9 

7 

10.65 

2 

33.33 

South  Kirkby 

• • 

10672 

131 

118.. 

23.33 

77 

61 

12.93 

18 

72.29  ■ 

Thorpe  Audi in 

• • 

262 

1 

- 

3.81 

2 

1 

11.45 

- 

Upton 

• • 

1110 

12 

11 

20.72 

23 

8 

27.92 

1 . 

43.48 

Walden  Stubbs 

• • 

138 

1 

1 

14.49 

2 

- 

14.49 

m 

- 

West  Hardwick 

• • 

35 

1 

28.57 

- 

- 

- 

45650 

529 

516 

22.89 

291 

231 

11.44 

62 

59.33 

(1045)  (522) 
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TOTALS : - 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  Year  1940. 
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DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE  DURING  1940 
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Other  Digestive 
Diseases  - 

Congenital  Debility 

Violence 

Total: 

Causes  of  Death  in  Various  Parishes  for  the  Year  1940 


TABLE  8 


, . • • . ■ . 

MATERNITY  AMD  CHILD  WELFARE  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT . 


. > ; Hospital 

No.  of 
cases 
admitted? 

Total  cost 
of  ":~ 

Treatment 

' Amount 

payable 
by  the 
patients 

" Amount 

payable  by 
the  Hems- 
worth 

Rural  D.C. 

Edenfield  Maternity  Hospital, 
Doncaster 

2 

50 

13 

5 

3 

- f 

IS  9 

• 

. 26 

14 

9 

j The  Maternity  Hospital, 

Leeds 

161 

3 

3 

80 

12  5 

80 

10 

10 

Jessop  Hospital  for  Women,  ; 
Sheffield 

. 26 

? 237 

1 

6 

58 

7 6 

178 

14 

0 

The  Maternity  Home, 

South  Elms all 

1 

4 

4 

0 

4 

4 0 

- 

- 

- 

; lt  ; 1 

The  Maternity  Home,  ; 

Wakefield 

4 

35 

8 

0 

30 

8 0 

5 

- 

- 

•y  ^ '•  . 

Montague  Maternity  Hospital; 

1 

, 7 

7 

0 

7 

7 0 

- 

- 

- 

i * 

Pindar  Oaks  .0 

. 1 

6 

_ 0 

0 

3 

0 0 

3 

- 

- 

St , Helen  * s ' 

3 

15 

5 

6 

13 

4 ii 

2 

1 

TOTALS’ 

54 

. 497 

2 

9 

201 

1 9| 

296 

0 

ni 

TABLE  9 ' ;; 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS  - 1940. 


District. 

Sessions . 

When  held; 

Name  of  Health 
Visitors . 

Ackworth 

Fortnightly 

’Wednesdays,  3 p.m. 

Miss.  A.  Heywood 

Great  Houghton 

Fortnightly 

Thursdays,  2 p.m. 

Miss*  H.  C,  Stabler 

Grime thorpe: 

Weekly 

Wednesdays,  2 p.m. 

Miss.  H.  C.  Stabler 

Ryhill 

Fortnightly 

Thursdays,  3 p.m. 

Miss,  R.  Gray 
(retd.  April) 

Shaf ton 

Fortnightly 

Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Miss.  H.  C.  Stabler 

South  Elms all 

Weekly 

Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Miss.  F.  Foster 

South  Kirkby 

Weekly 

Mondays,  2 p.m. 

Miss.  A,  Parrott 

Upton  and 

North  Elms all 

Fortnightly 

Tuesdays,  3 p.m. 

Miss.  F.  Foster 
• 

South  Hiendley 

Fortnightly 

Tuesdays,  2 p.m. 

Miss,  R,  Gray 
(retd.  April) 
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